Lesson 4 – What is Salvation?

“for whoever will call upon the Name of the Lord will be saved.” – Romans 10:13

“and there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.” – Acts 4:12

“for it is by grace you have been saved by faith and that is not of yourselves, but a gift of God lest anyone should boast.” – Ephesians 2:8-9

What is salvation?
When most think of “being saved” they usually think about how Jesus’ work on their behalf has granted them entrance into heaven when they die rather than being cast into the fires of Hell (Jn. 3:36; Rom. 5:9; 1 Thess. 1:10, 5:9; 1 Jn. 2:2, 4:10; Rev. 20:11-15). This reality is certainly true, but it is only a small piece of the biblical picture of salvation. 

The word “salvation,” in its most basic sense, means deliverance. The Scriptures teach that God delivers His people from a variety of things: from Egypt (Ex. 14:13), Babylon (Is.46:13), their enemies (Dt. 20:4; Ps. 106:10), oppression (Jdg. 3:31), physical struggle (Job 30:15), from sin (Matt. 1:21), and ultimately from His own wrath (Rom. 5:9–10). 
The Bible teaches that God’s work of salvation is both personal and universal. Someone is “saved” when they are born again by the Spirit of God and enter into the process of God delivering them from the power and effects of sin. On a universal scale, God will one day deliver all of creation by judging sin and creating a new heavens and a new earth where God will dwell with His people (Is. 25:8, 35:10, 51:11; Rom. 8:18-22; 1 Cor. 15:26; Rev. 21:1-5, 22:1-5).

In light of all this, we define salvation as: “Deliverance from sin, death, and God’s wrath both in this life and in the life to come through the person and work of Jesus Christ.”

What is the Gospel?
For almost 2,000 years the church has proclaimed the message of the Gospel around the world. The word “Gospel” literally means “good news” because its message contains the power of God for salvation (Lk. 2:10; Acts. 8:12, 13:32; Rom. 1:16-17, 10:15-16; Heb. 4:2). This message is simply the story of Jesus Christ and what God has accomplished through His person and work to bring salvation to mankind. It is the announcement that Jesus is Lord and He offers salvation to all who will turn to Him in repentant faith.

In the following section, we will divide the Gospel into four parts to help you best understand this all important message of life. These four parts will be easy to remember and should help you to not only grasp the message for yourself, but also to proclaim it faithfully to those God brings across your path. 

1. Who is God? 
The God who created all things made people to love, worship, and enjoy Him. 

A deeper explanation of who God is was covered in the second and third Foundations classes, but discussing God as creator is a necessary part of sharing the Gospel. By explaining who God is, we create the proper context for the rest of the Gospel message. 
The fact that the God of the Bible is the God who created everything is very important. The Bible constantly exalts God as the true God because He is the creator in contrast to the false gods, who did not create (Gen. 1:1; Is. 44:9-28; Jer. 10:10; Jn. 17:3; 1 Thess. 1:9; 1 Jn. 5:20). 

Because God is creator, he has ‘rights’ to everything that exists (Ps. 24:1, 50:10-12). Just as a child owes respect and honor to his parents simply because they are his parents, in the same way, God’s creations owe him respect and worship because He gave them life. However, God did not create people to simply submit to Him and nothing else. God is a personal God who created humans not only to worship and serve Him, but also to fellowship with Him and enjoy Him forever (1 Cor. 1:9; 1 Jn. 1:3).

Knowing, loving, worshipping, and enjoying God is the very purpose of our existence. There is no more wonderful thing than to walk with our Creator. Unfortunately, people do not do this. Instead, they rebel.
2. Who is Sinful Man? 
Man has rebelled against God, become a slave to sin, and is now condemned under God's wrath. 

To truly understand salvation, we must realize what it is that God is saving us from. While it is true that we are saved from Hell, this is not the whole truth. Mankind needs to be rescued from two primary things:    
1. Enslavement to Sin

When Adam rebelled against God, he opened the world to the curse of sin, and its result, which is death (Rom 5:12-13, 6:23). Because Adam chose to serve sin rather than God, God gave Adam, and all who have followed after him, over to their sinful lusts and desires. This enslavement to sin’s power brings corruption to every area of our lives and ultimately brings both physical and spiritual death (Rom 1:18-32). Because we are enslaved to sin, we are unable to obey God (Rom 8:1-13, Eph 2:1-3) and will each freely choose to sin against the Lord and other people (Rom 3:9-18).

2. God’s Wrath and Eternal Judgment

Since God is holy and just (Isa 6:1-5), He hates sin and is angry with those who rebel against Him (Ps. 11:5; Is. 1:14-18; Hos. 9:15; Zech. 8:17). Also, because God is good, He cannot allow sin to go unpunished (Ex 34:6-7; Ezek 18:20; Rev. 20:11-15). In the present, God allows mankind to experience the consequences of its sin while they stand condemned under the His wrath (Jn. 3:16-21; Rom. 1:18-32; Eph. 2:1-3). At the final judgment, God will judge each person according to their deeds and condemn the guilty to everlasting punishment in Hell (Rom 2:1-16; Rev 20:11-15). 
3. Who is Jesus?
Jesus Christ, the unique Son of God died on the cross for our sins, was raised from the dead, and has been made both Lord to save those who repent and condemn those who rebel. 

All of human history (and the story of the Bible) finds its high point in the person and work of the Lord Jesus. Because of God’s mercy, He promised to make a way for humanity to be reconciled to Himself (Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:18-19; Eph. 2:16; Col. 1:20-22). Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises. He became a man (Philip. 2:4-7), died for the sins of the world upon a cross (Matt. 27:38-55; 1 Cor. 15:3-4), and then rose physically from the grave in victory over the powers of sin, Satan, and death (Rom. 1:4, 6:1-14; 1 Cor. 15:1-58). God the Father exalted Jesus to His right hand as Lord of heaven and earth (Acts. 2:36, 13:30-39; Heb. 1:1-14). One day soon Jesus will return to judge the living and the dead (2 Thess. 1:6-10; Rev. 19:11-15) and establish God’s kingdom on the earth (1 Cor. 15:20-28; Rev. 20:1-4). To further understand the work of Christ, four primary ideas need to be discussed:
1. Jesus’ Death: Atonement & the New Covenant

The death of Jesus is central to Christianity and was the ultimate goal of His ministry on the earth. It was not an accident, nor bad planning on Jesus’ part. Jesus knew that His mission was ultimately to die on the cross, and He willingly moved toward this goal (Matt. 16:21; Mk. 8:31-91; Lk. 17:12-23; Acts 2:23, 3:18).

His death, however, was not just a martyr’s death. Jesus’ death was a substitutionary sacrifice. Jesus our Priest died in our place to make atonement
 for our sins and the sins of the world (Isa. 53:6–12; John 11:50, 15:13; Rom. 5:17–19; 2 Cor. 5:14–15, 5:21; Gal. 3:13; Heb. 10:10, 10:12; 1 Peter 3:18; 1 John 2:2). Because of God’s holy wrath against mankind’s sins, a sacrifice had to be made to satisfy His wrath.
 Jesus’ sacrifice for the sins of the world enabled God to extend mercy to all who will receive it. 

Another important aspect of Jesus’ death is that it is the basis of the New Covenant. In Jeremiah 31, God promised Israel that He would make a New Covenant with His people through which He would forgive their sins, put His Spirit in them, and dwell with them. At the Last Supper, Jesus said that His blood was the “blood of the New Covenant.” This New Covenant, as the book of Hebrews teaches, is the foundation for the church and its ministry in the world. The New Covenant frees us from slavery to the Law and sin and allows us to walk in a grace-filled relationship with God.

2. Jesus’ Resurrection: The Key to the Gospel

The Bible teaches that Jesus rose physically from the dead three days after His crucifixion (Matt. 16:21, 27:64, 28:1-10; Acts. 10:40; 1 Cor. 15:4). Some teach that Jesus only rose “spiritually” or metaphorically. This is not only a false teaching (Lk. 24:39; Jn. 20:27), but a dangerous one. The Apostle Paul explains, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17).

The physical resurrection is God’s triumph over the powers of sin and death and the proof that Jesus is the Son of God (Rom. 1:4).  The resurrection also demonstrates God’s power to bring life out of death and ensures God’s ultimate victory over the world (Rev. 21:5).

Jesus’ resurrection also serves as a two-fold pattern for what God promises to do for those who believe in His Son. First, when we believe in Christ, we die to Satan’s authority and are spiritually resurrected by the Holy Spirit under the authority of Jesus (Rom. 6:1-14). This “spiritual resurrection” frees us from the power of sin and liberates us to walk in holiness with Jesus. The hope of the Christian is not merely going to heaven after death. Jesus saves us today from the destructive powers of sin that once held us in captivity. 

Second, the resurrection of Jesus also promises to raise our physical bodies from the dead (Rom. 8:11; 1 Cor. 15:12-58; 1 Thess. 4:13-18). God created people as both physical and spiritual creatures. Physical death is a perversion of God’s design.  Death, which is separation of the spirit from the body, is a direct result of sin. Through Jesus, God promises to beat death for the Christian by raising him from the dead. This is an amazing hope.  Death does not win. Sin does not win. Satan does not win.  The one thing that all humans face, the grave, will be left empty for those who believe in Christ. This is why the Apostle Paul can boldly proclaim, “death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?…Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:54-57).

3. Jesus’ Ascension: Lordship

Following Jesus’ resurrection, He spent forty days teaching his disciples and then ascended into heaven to sit down at the Father’s right hand
 (Acts 1:4-10). This is the basis for Jesus’ title as Lord (Acts 2:36, 13:32-33; Heb. 1:3-13). Oftentimes people call Jesus “Lord” without understanding the full meaning of that title. In the first century, Caesar was Lord and the people were forced to submit to him. But like the gods of the day, Caesar was not the true Lord. Because God raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him at His right hand, Jesus is revealed as the true Lord who has all authority on heaven and earth and to whom all must submit their lives (Rom. 10:9-10; Philp. 2:9-11). 

4. Jesus’ Second Coming

When a believer dies, his spirit passes into the presence of God in heaven (2 Cor. 5:8), but this is only a temporary situation. Jesus will one day return physically from heaven to establish His kingdom upon the earth (Matt. 16:27; Acts 1:11, 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 1:10, 4:16; 2 Thess. 1:7-10; Titus 2:13; James 5:7; Rev. 19:11-20:4). This is the blessed hope of the believer: one day Jesus will make all wrongs right and establish true justice on the earth. This will be a joyous day for the believer, who will then be resurrected in a new body; but it will be a terrible day of wrath for the unbeliever, who will experience eternal condemnation. It is in light of this that we call people to respond to the Gospel.

4. What Does God Require from Us?

We must each turn from our sin and believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior to receive forgiveness 

    of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

In this time before the final judgment, God graciously offers salvation to those who through faith repent of their sin and live for Christ (Rom. 3:22; Acts 2:22-38, 17:30). God does not desire or accept mere outward service, show, or religious ritual; instead He commands whole-hearted devotion and persevering loyalty. Those who seek eternal life must deny themselves and follow after Jesus (Matt. 16:24-28; Lk. 9:23-27). 

When we believe in Christ, God forgives our sins (Acts 13:38; Eph. 1:7; 1 Jn. 1:9). When He forgives us,  He removes the debt of our sin and gives us the Holy Spirit to renew and transform our lives. The Holy Spirit enables a believer to live a life of love with God and others, which Christ will reward when He returns. To better understand the requirement of God on all people, we will discuss seven important ideas: 

1. What is Grace?
Grace simply means that God gives us what we do not deserve. All people stand condemned before God because of their sin, but God has chosen to provide a way of salvation in spite of our rebellion. This gift of salvation, which no one can earn or deserve, is called grace (Acts 15:11; Rom. 4:5, 6:23; Eph. 2:1-10). 

Grace is not only given by God to begin our Christian walk, but He continues to give it daily to establish and empower us so that we may serve Him faithfully (Acts 4:33, 6:8; 13:43; Rom. 3:24, 5:15, 12:6, 16, 15:15; 1 Cor. 15:10; 2 Cor. 9:8, 12:9; 1 Peter 4:10). Therefore, Christians know that whatever good comes from their works is ultimately the fruit of God’s grace working in and through them (1 Cor. 15:10).

2. What is Repentance?
To repent literally means “to turn.” In the Bible it is often used to mean stopping one activity (sin, rebellion) and changing direction toward a new one (obedience) (Rev 2:5, 2:21, 3:19). Repentance comes as a result of conviction from the Holy Spirit (Acts 16:14). In the context of the Gospel, repentance means to turn from one’s sin and rebellion to the Lord Jesus Christ in faith for forgiveness and salvation  (Matt 3:2, 4:17, Lk 13:3, Acts 2:38, 3:19, 11:21, 14:15, 20:21, 26:18, 26:20; 1 Thess. 1:9; Jams 5:20, Rev 9:20).

3. What is Faith?
The author of Hebrews describes faith as “being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we do not see” (Heb. 11:1). The New Oxford American Dictionary defines it as “complete trust or confidence in someone or something.” The Bible presents faith as an essential cornerstone of our Christian life. The Scriptures remind us that, “Without faith it is impossible to please God…” (Heb. 11:6). 

Biblical faith however is more than simply agreeing with facts about God and Jesus. To simply acknowledge the truths that “there is one God” (James 2:19) and “Jesus is Lord” (Matt. 7:21-23) is not the same as having saving faith. In relation to the Gospel, true faith is defined as trust and commitment.

Biblical faith is like the difference between believing in George Washington and believing in Jesus Christ. We believe in George Washington in that we consider he was a real person and the first President of the United States. However, believing in Jesus is more than simply believing that He existed. Faith in Jesus is a personal trust that He is who He said He was and that He will do what He said He will do. Belief in Jesus should transform our daily lives; belief in George Washington does not. 

This is where the idea of allegiance and loyalty comes into focus for the Christian. Believing in Jesus means not believing in other gods or saviors. It means not trusting other people or other things for life. It means fully leaning on Jesus, no matter what happens. 

4. What is Forgiveness of Sins?
Because of mankind’s rebellion against God, we stand under His judgment and owe a debt to God. This debt, however, is far too great to pay, because everything we do is stained by sin and unacceptable to God (Isa. 64:6). Therefore, we must seek God’s grace and mercy (Isa. 6:1-7). In the OT, God promised He would forgive the sins of His people and not remember them anymore (Jer. 31:34). It is in Jesus Christ that God offers to forgive our debt that we owe because of sin (Acts 2:38, 10:43, 13:38; Eph. 1:7). 
Our need for forgiveness is essential to the Gospel but difficult to explain because many people do not consider themselves to be in need of it. The Bible proclaims that forgiveness is one of God’s greatest gifts of grace. It is because of God’s willingness to forgive our sins that He can bless us with the Holy Spirit.

5. Who is the Holy Spirit?
One of the chief blessings of the work of Jesus is the giving of the Holy Spirit to believers (Joel 2:28; Jn. 14:26; Acts 2:33; Eph. 1:13-14). The Apostle Paul explained that, “If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him” (Rom. 8:9).  It is the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit who unties believers into the family of God and enables us to be set free from the power of sin and transformed daily into the image of Christ (2 Cor. 3:5-6, 3:17-18; Titus 3:5). 

The NT often talks about being baptized with the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11; Mk. 1:8; Lk. 3:16; Jn. 1:33; Acts 2:38; 1 Cor. 12:13). While some see this as an event that follows after conversion and results in a ‘higher level’ of spiritual experience, the NT presents it as an event that occurs at conversion and represents the initial giving of the Holy Spirit to the believer. 
The NT also speaks about being filled with the Holy Spirit. “Filling” is a metaphor for something that influences or controls. In Ephesians, Paul exhorts the believers to be filled by the Spirit rather than by wine. This means that rather than allowing wine to “fill” a person with immoral living (“debauchery” Eph. 5:18), the believer should yield to the Spirit’s influence which will result in a wise and worshipful lifestyle (Eph. 5:17-21). Being filled with the Spirit is discussed most often in Luke (1:15, 41, 67) and Acts (2:4, 4:8, 4:31, 13:9, 13:52) and normally leads to proclamations of God’s deeds and good works.

6. What does it mean to Perseverance in Faith?
The Bible clearly explains that to believe in Jesus does not mean a one-time decision with no other requirements.  The call of the Gospel is not simply to believe for a moment but to believe for a lifetime (Matt. 5:13, 24:31; Jn. 8:31, 15:6; Rom. 11:22; 1 Cor. 10:12, 15:1; Col. 1:22-23; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 2:12; Hebrews; 1 Jn. 2:19; Jude 20; Rev. 2-3, 14:12, 21:7).  A Christian is a disciple (a follower) of Christ who perseveres in believing until he sees his Lord (Acts 11:26).

Today many people seem to have the idea that Christianity merely offers some sort of “fire insurance.” They feel that to appease God they simply need to pray the sinners prayer, check a box, walk an aisle, or come to church. This could not be further from the truth. Jesus himself states that “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me, for whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the Gospel's will save it” (Mark 8:34-35). The call of the Gospel is to come to Jesus to be radically transformed into a new person (2 Cor 5:17). Saving faith is a faith that, by the grace of God, continues until a believer sees the Lord.
7. What about Assurance of Salvation?
Assurance of salvation is a topic that has been hotly debated since the inception of the church. The question that surrounds assurance is “How can I know that I’m saved?”  This is an important question since the Bible teaches that there are people who think they know Christ but in reality do not (Matt 7:21-23). The Scriptures also plainly assert that there will be false brethren amidst the congregations of the faithful (Matt 13:24-30). 

While we are exhorted in to examine ourselves to make certain we are in the faith (2 Cor 13:5), we should be careful not to become consumed with morbid introspection. Many waste valuable time worrying endlessly about whether or not they truly believe.
 The Scriptures do not exhort us to do this. Rather, the Scriptures exhort us to focus on Christ and trust in Him (2 Cor 11:3, Heb 12:1-2, 1 John 5:13). The foundation of a believer’s assurance is Christ Himself. Assurance comes from trusting Him to fulfill his promises of salvation and eternal life.

A word of warning: the Scriptures do not give assurance for making a profession of faith at some earlier point in life. They do not give assurance for having performed some ceremonial observance (walking an aisle, signing a card, praying a prayer). The Scriptures give assurance to those who believe (present tense) in Christ. We should not look backwards to find our assurance. Rather, we should find our assurance of where we are today in our walks with Jesus. If we have strayed, then we should repent. If we are walking well, then we should press forward with Christ unto salvation. 
The issue of assurance does not deal with the daily struggle to obey Jesus and have 100% faith.  The Apostle Paul gives a strong warning when he says, “If we deny Him, He will also deny us” (2 Tim. 2:12). He then follows this sobering warning by saying, “If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself” (2 Tim. 2:13).  Though we may struggle and doubt and question our walk with the Lord, Jesus remains faithful.  Denial of Jesus, however, does not bring assurance.  Having assurance has to do with being with Jesus. As John says, “He who has the Son has life; He who does not have the Son does not have life” (1 Jn. 5:12). If you are with Jesus, then you have assurance of eternal life.  

Questions Relating to Salvation

In the paragraphs above, we have attempted to lay out the Scriptural teaching on salvation. It has been by no means exhaustive. Below we will explore several issues in salvation that people often raise. It is important to remember that in discussing these topics we must keep a humble attitude, knowing that dedicated men and women of the faith have been discussing these topics for over two thousand years. 

What is the Relationship between God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Responsibility?

One of the greatest debates within Christianity revolves around this question. For over a thousand years believers have lined up on both sides of this issue and attempted to convince the other of their perspective. In this section, we will give our defense for the role of both God and man in salvation. 
The Scriptures teach very clearly that man is responsible for his decisions and actions (Ezek 18:20, Rom 2:1-16) while at the same time they proclaim that God is completely in control (Rom 8:28-30, 9:1-23). The issue is how to reconcile these within our understanding.

Romans 8:28-30 presents what has been called the “glorious chain of salvation:”

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.”
The last three stages: calling, justification, and glorification are relatively easy to define. ‘Calling’ in this context means that God, by His Spirit, converted a person to faith in Christ (Matt. 22:14; Rom. 1:6, 9:24; 1 Cor. 1:24, 1:26, 7:18, 7:21; Gal. 1:15; Eph. 4:1, 4:4). Justification is a legal acquittal of sin and its penalty (Rom. 1:17, 3:21–5:21; Gal. 3:11, Eph. 2:8–9). Glorification is the final completion of God’s purpose in salvation, which includes our death and resurrection (Rom. 8:17, 8:29; 1 Cor. 15; Col. 1:27, 3:4).
The two most difficult concepts are “predestination” (Acts 4:28, Rom 8:29-30, 1 Cor 2:7, Eph 1:5, 11) and “foreknowledge” (Act 2:23, Rom 8:29, 11:2; 1 Pet 1:2, 1:20). 

Predestination simply means to mark out before hand. The NT speaks of two kinds of predestination: 

1) God’s determining certain events/things to occur (Acts 4:28, 1 Cor 2:7) 

2) God’s determining the destiny of people (Acts 13:48; Rom 8:29-30, Eph 1:5, 11) 

Understanding the definition of predestination is not difficult and all believers agree on this aspect of salvation (because the Bible clearly states it). God marks out those who will believe. The greater difficulty rests in why someone believes. The answer to this comes with understanding God’s foreknowledge. 

Foreknowledge means to know beforehand. There are two options as to how this applies to salvation: 

1) God knows what people would do ahead of time 

2) God knows what He would do ahead of time. 

Those in the Arminian
 camp side with definition #1 while those in the Calvinist
 camp side with definition #2. Graham Bible Church sides with the theology behind the second definition.
The Arminian position holds that God looked down through time and saw the men and women who would believe in Him on their own initiative. Because of their faith, He chose them for His own. This option highlights man’s free will and ability to seek God. The Scriptures however teach that there are none that seek after God (Rom. 3:10–12), and man is completely dead and in his sins (Eph. 2:1–7). Man, on his own, is completely incapable of knowing God (1 Cor. 1:18–25) because his will is enslaved to sin. 

The Calvinist position holds that God, in His mercy, reached down and spared those that He “foreknew” from His judgment, and allowed the rest to follow their own wills into rebellion and unbelief which results in judgment. This judgment is fair and deserved because it is what they chose to do. As Romans 9:15,16 reminds us, God spares people unconditionally based on His gracious love and righteously allows the rest of humankind to continue in their rejection of Him, resulting in judgment (John 3:36). Either way God is glorified in and reveals His perfect attributes (holy, just, righteous, loving, merciful, compassionate, etc.). While God allows some to go astray, He opens the ears of those that are appointed to salvation so they will believe (Acts 13:48, 16:14).
Two of the clearest teachings on this matter in the Bible are by Paul and Jesus. Paul writes in Romans 9:15–16, “For God says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’ It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.” And in John 15:16, Jesus teaches, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last…”
God’s ‘choosing’ of those whom He foreknows is referred to as “election.” The biblical doctrine of election means that God, in His foreknowledge unconditionally selected out those that He determined would be His people and live with Him for eternal life (Rom. 8:28–39; Eph. 1:3–14; 2 Thess. 2:13–14; 2 Tim. 1:9–10). Thus, election is an expression of God’s free and sovereign will which is done for His good pleasure and to His glory (Eph. 1:5, 6, 9,11,12,14). The elect include people from every tribe, tongue, and nation (Gen. 12:1–3, 22:18; Ezek. 36:22–36; John 3:16; Matt. 28:19, 20; Acts 1:8; 1 John 2:2; Rev. 5:9,10). 

Can Salvation be Lost?
Some people wonder if a Christian can lose their salvation. The Bible, however, states that salvation does not belong to Christians but instead belongs to God (Jonah 2:9). Therefore, the question is not whether or not a Christian can lose his salvation, but rather whether Jesus can lose a Christian.

According to Scripture, Jesus does not lose any people whom God has given Him (John 6:39, 10:28, 17:12). The doctrine of the “Perseverance of the Saints” (which GBC holds to) teaches that to inherit salvation we must persevere in belief in Jesus.
 The traditional Arminian position on the matter is that a believer can “lose his/her salvation.” If we are choosing God, then it is certain that we can choose to leave Him also.  However, if God chooses us before the foundation of the world, then how can we lose it? Jesus does not lose those His Father has given to Him. 

So what do we do with verses like Hebrews 6:4–6, or 10:29, which seem to indicate that you can lose your salvation? They must be interpreted in light of the nature of salvation and the nature of God’s role in salvation. It is quite possible that these verses reflect individuals that were with us, “but were not really of us” (1 John 2:19). Paul is clear that nothing can separate us from God’s love (Rom. 8:35–39) and that even if or when we are unfaithful to God, we are secure because He remains faithful to us (2 Tim. 2:13).

Will Everyone Be Saved?
No. Hell truly does exist and sin against an eternal God is an eternal offense requiring an eternal payment to be made by God’s enemies (Dan. 12:1–2; Is.66:22–24; Matt. 5:22–30; 10:28; 25:46; John 3:36; Rom. 1:18–32; 2 Pt. 2:4–22). While the idea of universalism (all will be saved) is attractive in light of the terrible reality of Hell, the Bible is clear that God’s enemies will “pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power” (1 Thess 1:9). 

Some today have begun to question whether Hell is eternal or not. They suggest that at the judgment, people will be annihilated rather than be punished for all eternity. Others have gone even further to suggest that Hell does not exist at all. These ideas, however, are directly contradictory to the biblical account. Jesus tells us that Hell was “prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt 25:41). He constantly warns about the utmost importance of avoiding it (Matt 5:22, 29-30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:33). The Bible says that hell is  “eternal destruction” (1 Thess 1:9) and that “the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have not rest day and night…” (Rev. 14:11). 

The witness of Scripture is terribly clear. For those who do not repent of their wicked deeds shall perish (Luke 13:3), but this perishing is not a momentary suffering; rather it is “eternal destruction” originally designed for the chief rebel, the Devil, and his angels. Yet now all who choose to follow the Devil in his rebellion will also follow the Devil in his fate for all eternity.

Is Salvation Possible After death?

No. Hebrews 9:27 clearly states, “It is appointed for a man to die once, and then comes the judgment.” According to Jesus, those that reject Him go into eternal punishment (Matt. 25:46). There is simply no second chance for salvation or reincarnation in the Scriptures.

Many Eastern religions and “new age” teachings try to infuse reincarnation interpretations into verses relating to John the Baptist and the coming of Elijah (Matt. 17:10–12; Mark 9:11–13), yet Luke 1:17 reminds us that John came, “in the spirit” of Elijah. He came with the same prophetic office as Elijah, but he is not in any way Elijah. This idea is contrary to Christ’s statement about eternal life and judgment and Hebrews 9:27. The Bible does not teach reincarnation but reminds us that we have great confidence in knowing that we have access to God (Eph. 3:12; Heb. 10:19–23). Reincarnation is a degrading and hopeless circle of man working toward god/nirvana, etc. on the basis of his own merit/karma. This is the antithesis of God’s grace that saves us by faith (Eph. 2:8–10) through Christ’s sacrifice once and for all (Heb. 4:14–16; 8, 9; 1 Pt. 3:18).

The Urgency of Evangelism

From the very beginning the church has been a community centered around the proclamation of the Gospel. It is the privilege and duty of Christians to go into the world and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to everyone and anyone, calling each to repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:18–20; Acts 1:8; Rom. 1:6, 9:24, 10:13–17; 1 Cor. 1:24, 1:26, 7:18, 7:21; Gal. 1:15; Eph. 4:1, 4:4; 2 Thess. 2:13–14). Through our witness and proclamation of the truth of the Gospel, God works out his drawing of the elect to Himself (Rom. 10:14–15). In this way, God’s sovereignty over salvation extends not merely to the ends (the saving of the elect) but also the means (God’s saving and appointing you as His messenger). God has called us into His service as disciples who must go to the ends of the earth with the message of life found only in Jesus Christ. 
� The word “atonement” is from the phrase “at-one-ment.” It is a payment/sacrifice that reconciles two enemies. 


� “Propitiation” is the theological term that refers to God’s wrath being satisfied in the atonement of Christ.


� The “right hand” is the place of authority. A king would often give this seat to his most honored companion.


� It is good to ensure that we are not deceiving ourselves regarding our standing before God. However, if we have surrendered to Christ and believe His promises, then we should not live in fear. Worrying about whether or not we are believers is usually a very good sign that we do believe. 


� Jacob Arminus was a Dutch theologian from who lived from 1560-1609. One of his primary arguments was for synergism (belief that man and God work together for salvation) and against monergism (belief that God is the all-determining reality of salvation, which excludes man’s freedom). He was a huge proponent of man’s free will. For an excellent overview of Arminian theology see Arminian Theology: Myths and Realties,  Roger E. Olson. 


� John Calvin was a French theologian who lived from 1509-1564. Calvin was a prominent theologian during the Protestant Reformation who taught about God’s Sovereignty, especially in his work the Institutes of the Christian Religion. For an excellent overview of Calvinist theology see The Five Points of Calvinism, Thomas & Quinn.


� Matt. 5:13, 24:13; Jn 8:31, 15:6; Rom 11:22; 1 Cor 9:27, 10:12, 15:1; Col 1:22-23; 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 2:12; Hebrews; 1 Jn 2:19; 2 Jn 1:9; Jude 20; Rev 2-3, 14:12, 21:7.
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