Job’s Three Rounds of Counseling (Job 4:1-37:24)
Round 1 – Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar (4:1-14:22)

· Eliphaz (4:1-5:27) “who that was innocent ever perished?...those who plow iniquity and…trouble…reap the same”

· Job (6:1-7:21) “I have not denied the words of the Holy One…make me understand how I have gone astray…”
· Bildad (8:1-22) “Does God pervert justice?…if your children sinned…He has delivered them into…their transgression”

· Job (9:1-10:22) “I am blameless…I will say to God, Do not condemn me; let me know why you contend against me”

· Zophar (11:1-20) “God exacts of you less than your guilt deserves…if iniquity is in your hand, put it far away”

· Job (12:1-14:22) “Make me know my transgression…Why do you hide Your face and count me as Your enemy?”

Round 2 – Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar (15:1-21:34)

· Eliphaz (15:1-35) “But you are doing away with the fear of God …you turn your spirit against God…”

· Job (16:1-17:16) “miserable comforters are you…I was at ease and He broke me apart…my eye pours out tears to God”

· Bildad (18:1-21) “the light of the wicked is put out…his memory perishes…such is the place of him who knows not God”

· Job (19:1-29) “I know that my Redeemer lives…after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God”

· Zophar (20:1-29) “the exulting of the wicked is short…God will send his burning anger against him and rain it upon him…”

· Job (21:1-34) “Will any teach God knowledge…Why do the wicked live...how will you comfort me with empty nothings?”

Round 3 – Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar (silent), Elihu (22:1-37:24)

· Eliphaz (22:1-30) “Is it for your fear of Him that He reproves you…is not your evil abundant. There is no end to your sin.”

· Job (23:1-24:25) “He knows the way that I take; when He has tried me, I shall come out as gold. I have kept His way…”

· Bildad (25:1-6) “How then can man be in the right before God? How can he who is born of woman be pure?”

· Job (26:1-31:40) “I hold fast my righteousness…from where does wisdom come…God understands…He knows its place”
· Elihu (32:1-37:24) “You say I am pure…you are not right...his soul draws near the pit…far be it from God that He should do wickedness…Job speaks without knowledge…adds rebellion to his sin…multiplies words against God…Job (has) empty talk”
Conclusions

· Job’s friends have a unified message…you are guilty before God of some sin, that is why all this has happened to you.
· Job’s response to his friends is that…I am a sinner, but I have not sinned in any specific way to warrant this affliction.
· God gives His assessment of the advice offered by Job’s first three friends by saying in chapter 42:7-9:

“After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite: “My anger burns against you and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. 8 Now therefore take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves. And my servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his prayer not to deal with you according to your folly. For you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did what the Lord had told them, and the Lord accepted Job’s prayer.”
· God was not pleased with Job’s friends because though they had some good theology, they spoke foolishly in their accusations against Job. God was apparently pleased with Job and with Elihu’s speech since He did not rebuke them. 
